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Qualifications, Schools and Modules

Curriculum advising starts with understanding your hand book

(

1. What qualification am | registering for?
2. What modules does MY qualification and major require me to register for?
3. How do | go about selecting electives?

.

Qualification: The degree for which you have applied for and have been accepted
into, and for which you will be registering.

Modules: Are the courses that you will study. Qualifications have specific modules
and number of credits that need to be done.

Discipline: Modules and majors belong to disciplines.



Structure of a
Qualification

1. Structure
2. Rules

3. Requirements



SAS-BS2: Structure of the Degree CAES Handbook, 2026, Pg 80

In order to complete the degree of Bachelor of Science, a student shall obtain no fewer than 384
credits.

(a) the minimum duration for the qualification is 6 semesters;

(b) the qualification requires that a set of modules with a total credit value no fewer than 384 be
passed, subject to the following conditions:

) atleast 128 credits shall be at Level 3;
i) atleast 96 credits shall be at Level 2;
i) atleast 96 credits shall be at Level 1; and

(
(
(
(iv) the unspecified credits may include elective modules with a combined credit value not

exceeding 32, offered in any other College within the University, subject to approval of

the Academic Leader: Teaching and Learning of the School offering the module. These
external credits shall be counted at Level 1.

In addition to rules SAS-BS1 and SAS-BS2 above, the following applies to degrees based on majors:

(c) No more than 64 credits may be specified at Level 2, of which at least 32 and no more than
48 shall be in modules specified for a primary major subject; the balance of the Level 2
modules may be from another major or electives.

(d) At least 64 credits and no more than 80 credits at Level 3 shall be in modules specified for the
primary major.

(e) Except as provided for in [b — (iv)] above, all Level 1 and Level 2 modules shall come from
disciplines in the college.

(f) Students may major in more than one discipline, in which case, no more than 16 credits at the
exit level may be counted towards both majors.

(g) Credit will not be given for modules offered in another College, whose content is broadly
contained within modules offered by the College.



Structure of the B.Sc. Degree (3 year)

« Total credit value of at least 384cr subject to:

» Atleast 96cr at Level 1

With a maximum of 160cr at level 1
» Atleast 96cr at Level 2
» Atleast 128cr at Level 3

 Elective modules: (a) Form part of the unspecified credits
(b) Maximum of 32cr outside college (level 1)

» Students must pass or obtain credits for ZULN101, unless otherwise exempted.

+ Student must complete the Critical Social Justice and Citizenship (CSJC) module. Non
credit bearing

« Student must complete the First Year Experience Modules (4 modules across the
year). Non credit bearing



Structure of the B.Sc. Degree (3 year)

(evel 1: 160 credits (10 moduleg
Level 2: 96 credits (6 modules)

Level 3: 128 credits (8 modules)

KTotaI: 384 credits /

/Level 1: 144 credits (9 moduleg
Level 2: 112 credits (7 modules)

Level 3: 128 credits (8 modules)

\ Total: 384 credits /

/Level 1: 128 credits (8 moduleg
Level 2: 128 credits (8 modules)

Level 3: 128 credits (8 modules)

\ Total: 384 credits /




QUALIFICATIONS OFFERED IN THE COLLEGE PER SCHOOL

CAES 2026 Handbook pg 81
Majors
Applied Mathematics Astronomy
© Biochemistry Biology
Cellular Biology Chemistry
Computer Science Ecology
Genetics Geography
Hydrology Mathematics
Microbiology Organismal Biology
Physics Statistics

Recommended Major

Combinations

Applied Mathematics and Statistics

Mathematics and Statistics

Computer Science and Statistics

Applied Mathematics and Mathematics

Mathematics and Physics

Applied Mathematics and Computer Science

Biochemistry and Microbiology

Genetics and Microbiology

Biochemistry and Chemistry

Biochemistry and Genetics

Cellular Biology and Genetics

QUALIFICATION | | NJF  [sAQAID CAMPUS SCHOOL
| |

. Pietermaritzburg, Agriculture  and
Bachelor of Science I‘;’\w estyille Science
Bachelor of Science in . . ;
Computer Science and 7 108917 Pletermantzburg, Ag_rlculture an
Information Technology Westville Science
Bachelor of Science in 7 81784 Pietermaritzburg, Agriculture  and
Environmental Science Westville Science
Bachelor of Science in
Geographic Information i , Agriculture  and
Systems and Earth 7 118136 | Pietermaritzburg Science
Observation
Bachelor of Science in . Agriculture  and
Geological Sciences 7 81788 | Westville Science
Bachelor of Agricultural ) . Agriculture  and
Management 7 72828 | Pietermaritzburg Science
Bachelor of Science in Agricul q
Agriculture in 8 | 81130 | Pietermaritzburg cgroture - an
Agribusiness cience
Bachelor of Science in Aaricult d
Agriculture in 8 | 81131 | Pietermaritzburg g
Agricultural Economics cience
Bachelor of Science in _
Agriculture in 8§ | 115761 | Pietermaritzburg Agriculture and
Agricultural Plant Science
Sciences
Bachelor of Science in Adgriculture  and
Agriculture in Animal 8 81134 | Pietermaritzburg Sg_
and Poultry Science clence
Bachelor of Science in Agriculture  and
Agriculture in Plant 8 81146 | Pietermaritzburg Sgienoe
Pathology
Bachelor of Science in Aariculture  and
Agriculture in Sail 8 81147 | Pietermaritzburg g

Science

Sciencs

Cellular Biology and Microbiology

Cellular Biology and Organismal Biology

CAES 2026 Handbook pg 73 and 74




An Example of How to figure out my
Curriculum- Work through example

1. What is my qualification?

2. Finditin the handbook.

3. Look for the modules in the hand book.

4. How to figure out which semester the module belongs.

5. Adding up my credits to achieve normal credit load each semester.
6. Figuring out which electives to take

7. Making sure that there are no timetable clashes

8. Making sure | have considered ZULN101

9. Making sure you have considered CSJC module.

10. Remember to do your FYE courses



BIOCHEMISTRY

CHEMISTRY

LEVEL1 LEVEL 1
SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO
MODULE MODULE CREDIT | MODULE MODULE CREDIT WODULE | MODULE | CREDIT | MODULE |, e pescripTION| CREDT
CODE DESCRIPTION | POINTS | CODE | DESCRIPTION | POINTS CODE | _DESCRIFTION P°";Tst _;’DE FOINTS
. letermar urg
BioLior | TeSmallerSideof |y o102 | Life on Earth 16 General
Life CHEM110 Principles of 16 CHEM120 Chemical Reactivity
General Chemisiry :
CHEM110 | Principles of 16 | CHEMI20 |Chemical Reactivity| 16 MATH130 | Imiroductionto MATHigp | CSane Linear
Chemistry oR oR
: : Further Mathematics for
MATH150 'ﬁ"":‘her’gt@ for 16 | STAT130 '"*[S"t‘"t‘.‘::."’" fo 16 S Natural Sciences
atural sciences atistics MATHIS0 | (EETEIs MATH143 |  (Must be taken in
. . conjunction with
PHYs131 | IntoPhysicsforlife | ¢ Elective 16 PHYS133)
Sciences & Agriculture - -
Iniro Physics for L ife Modesn Physics foe Lile
TOTAL CREDITS 64 TOTAL CREDITS 64 PHYS131 Sciences & PHYS133 e ;
Agriculture Sciences and Agric
I TOTAL CREDITS FOR LEVEL ONE 128 I
OR OR
. Mechanics, Optics Electromagnefism Waves
PHYS110 and Thermal PHYS120 and
Physics Modern Physics
Elective Elective
R R R Westville
6ample: BSc (Biochemistry and Chemlstry)\ Conerd
CHEM110 |  Principles of 16 | CHEM120 | Ghemical Reactivity 16
[ P M B] Chemistry
Introduction to Calculus and Linear
CORE MODULES (LV1): BIOL101(16), w0 | o weieo | O
BIOL102 (16), CHEM110(16), oR 1 R t
Mathematics for Further Topics in
CH EM 120(16), MATH 150(16), MATH1S0 Matural Sciences MATH145 Mathematics
Intro Physics for Life Elecromagnetism Waves
STAT130 (16), PHYS131(16), PHYS131 |  Sciences & PHYS120 and
Agriculture Modern Physics
OR 16 OR 16
Mechanics, Optics .
Electromagnetism & Mode
MATH143(8), PHYS133(8) PHYSH10 | and Theml PHYS 122 | e
Elective 16 Elective 16
TOTAL CREDITS 64 TOTAL CREDITS 64

TOTAL CREDITS FOR LEVEL ONE

128 |




Example: BSc (Biochemistry and Chemistry) [PMB]

(4. How to figure out which semester the )
module belongs.
5. Adding up my credits to achieve normal
\credit load for each semester.

J
r ™
CORE MODULES (LV1): BIOL101(16), BIOL102 (16), CHEM110(16),

CHEM120(16), MATH150(16), STAT130 (16), PHYS131(16), MATH143(8),
PHYS133(8).

. Don’t forget to register the CSJIC module and complete the FYE courses,

/ \

Semester 1 Semester 2
BIOL101(16) BIOL102 (16)
CHEM110(16) CHEM120(16)
MATH150(16) STAT130(16)
PHYS131(16) MATH143(8)
PHYS133(8)

Total credits = 64cr .
Total credits = 64cr



Example of a module description from the CAES handbook,
2026, pg 298

Chemical Reactivity

CH EM12 {SBL-BT—SBP{JSJAH-S[}R-[}FJDG—EA-13

Prerequisite Requirement: At least 40% in CHEM110.
Aim: To present the physical and organic aspects of infroductory chemistry.

Content: Phase equilibria and colligative properties, gas and solution equilbria, pH and buffers, electrochemustry,
thermochemistry and thermodynamics and kinetics, Introduction to organic chemistry, nomenclature, formation of different
organic functionalities and reactions thereof, stereochemistry, reaction mechanisms.

Practicals: Physical measurements, organic techniques.

Assessment: Tests (16%), quizzes (4%), practical reports (20%); 3 h exam (60%).

DP Requirement: Class mark 40%, 80% attendance at practicals, 100% attendance at tests.
Credit may not be obtained for both CHEM120 and either of CHEM171 or CHEM196.



Example: BSc LES (Chemistry and Biochemistry) [PMB]

(6. Figuring out which electives to take

7. Making sure that there are no timetable
clashes

3. Making sure | have considered ZULN101

~\

J

Semester 1 Timetable Semester 2
block
BIOL101(16) C+E BIOL102 (16)
CHEM110(16) C+E CHEM120(16)
MATH150(16) A+B STAT130(16)
PHYS131(16) F MATH143(8)
PHYS133(8)

https://timetable.ukzn.ac.za/

Timetable
block

C

E
B+E+F
Al

A



https://timetable.ukzn.ac.za/

« - C QO B timetable.ukzn.ac.za B % ®© signin &) =
= Quick Links X 0 o N
S KWAZULU-NATAL Timetabling and
‘!‘,'\ % ’ 5 Home Examination Timetable Campus Lecture Timetable Calendar Innovation Centre  Forms  Contact Us Q
__ o vakwaziiu-natan ' Venue Bookings
WESTVILLE CAMPUS HOWARD COLLEGE PIETERMARITZBURG CAMPUS EDGEWOOD CAMPUS MEDICAL SCHOOL

© General Information © General Information © Medical School

© General Information

© Semester 1 Modules
© Semester 2 Modules

© General Information
© Semester 1 Modules
© Semester 2 Modules

© Semester 1 Modules
© Semester 2 Modules

© Semester 1 BED Modules
© Semester 2 BED Modules

Graduate School © Campus Tests © Campus Tests © All Other Programmes
of Business and Leadership © Venues © Venues © Campus Tests

© Campus Tests © Venue Image Gallery © Venue Image Gallery © Venues

© Venues © Venue Image Gallery

© Venue Image Gallery

TIMETABLE

timetable.ukzn.ac.za/#

Science Access
VIEW HERE

VIEW HERE

Timetable clashes are not allowed!



List of electives (BSc)

ECON101, ECON102,BI0L102, ZULU105, PSYC101, PSYC102, ISTN101, ISTN103,
COMP106, ACCT101, ACCT103, MNGT101, COMP106

Note that in some situations students cannot take certain modules.

Computing for Natural Scientists

COMP106 P2 W2 (39L-0T-36P-0S-61H-16R-0F-0G-8A-13W-16C)
Prerequisite Requirement: 40% in MATH130, 150, 151, 195 or STAT130.

Aim: To enable Life Science students to make effective use of computers in communicating, researching information,
managing and analysing data, and presenting their findings as reports or presentations.

Content: Introduction to computer systems: Information systems. Computer basics, system software, malware and
exploits. Productivity software: Word processing, spreadsheets, and presentation software. Research tools: Web
based tools, working with the web. Introduction to LaTeX. Advanced computing tools: Introduction to databases,
mathematical modelling with spreadsheets.

Assessment: Class mark 50% (Theory tests (20%), practical tests (20%); practical assignments (10%)), 3h exam
(50%), with a sub-minimum of 40% on the exam.

DP Requirement: 40% class mark, attendance at 80% of the practicals.

< Credit may not be obtained for both COMP106 and COMP100.  _—

CAES Handbook, 2022, Pg 196

Beware of modules were you cannot obtain credits



Augmented Students

LEVEL 1(YEAR 1)
SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO
MODULE MODULE CREDIT MODULE MODULE CREDIT
CODE DESCRIPTION POINTS CODE DESCRIPTION | POINTS
BIOL195 Smaller Side of Life — Augmented 16
CHEM195 General Principles of Chemistry — Augmented 16
MATH195 Introduction to Calculus — Augmented 16
PHYS195 Mechanics, Optics & Thermal Physics — Augmented 16
scomtoq | ompuneatonin | g scomio | “oprmeatonn | g
TOTAL CREDITS 8 TOTAL CREDITS 72
TOTAL CREDITS FOR LEVEL 1 (Yr 1) 80

CAES, 2026, Handbook, Pg 76



A Useful video to help you navigate module
selection in the college

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dw5_YxTawvl
CLICK HERE | » (97) CAES Module Selection Final - YouTube
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dw5_YxTawvI

How to receive academic advising
for registration

https://ww1.caes.ukzn.ac.za/registration/curriculum-advising/

CLICK HERE |:> Curriculum Advising - College of Agriculture, Engineering and Science

Virtual meetings between academics and students are taking
place via MS Teams meetings. Links to the meeting are found
at the link above. Please click link.


https://ww1.caes.ukzn.ac.za/registration/curriculum-advising/
https://ww1.caes.ukzn.ac.za/registration/curriculum-advising/

Who can | contact for assistance when
students query about academic advice?

The team of Academic Development Officers can assist with Academic Advising
(Note that Zoom academic sessions are done by academics not ADOs. ADOs advise in
general throughout the semester)

https://ww1.caes.ukzn.ac.za/teaching_and_learning/team/

CLICK HERE |::> Team - College of Agriculture, Engineering and Science



https://ww1.caes.ukzn.ac.za/teaching_and_learning/team/
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